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having been condemned for receiving ten Shillings on a certain Time
of the Devil. As late as 1722, the Ninth of George the Firft, a Cafe
occurred at Little Dean, in Scotland, where a Captain David Rofs was
Judge. But a Girl was burnt at Glarus, in Ireland, in 1786!

The Experiment of cafting into the Water occurred as late as 178s.
According to areport in a Northampton Paper, a poor Woman named
Sarah Bradfhaw, being proceeded againft for Witchcraft, was thrown
into a Pond. She immediately sank to the Bottom; and thus the
Wretches who acted as Executioners were satiffied she had been falfely
accufed. This occurred at a Place called Mears Afhby.

1665.

The Cafe of the Brifbayne Poffeflion and prophecy is one of the
moft odd on record. This singular Cafe of Witchcraft was one of the
earlieft recorded of the Village of Arkham, Maffachufetts. Its
Uniquenefs was due in Part to the celeftial Events that served as
Evidence againft the Accufed, and to the general Nature of the
Charges. That Arkham should later become the Site of so many other
unufual Cafes was surely not forefeen at that Time.

There lived in Arkham at that time a Witch Finder named Orin
Wormtree, rivaling Matthew Hopkins in Zeal if not in notoriety, who
brought various Charges of Witchcraft and Murder againit one
Ezekiel Brifbayne, a succeffful Farmer in whofe Paftures it was
rumoured that Witches’ Meetings were held. More specifically the
Charges were that “upon the Night of the 13th Day of September

1665 and upon several other Days and Times prior to that Day,
Ezekiel Brifbayne did, at his Farm of the Village of Arkham, in Effex,
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Maffachufetts, by the Practice of devilith Arts, commonly called
Witchcraft and Sorcery, moft fiendifhly serve, as Hoft to the Devill
and a Multitude of his Servants, partaking and urging others to par-
take of the Devil’s Sacraments.” Alfo that Brifbayne “did malicioufly
and felonioufly practife and exercife on” a Town{man, who “sickened
and languifhed, and not long afterward, by the aforefaid black Arts, did
die.” And, moft notably and strangely, that “in the laft Summer of
1665, on the Night of the Eclipfe of the Moon, Ezekiel Brifbayne did
ufe Sorcery on a young Man, Nathaniel Harrifon, such that
Nathaniel Harrifon’s Spirit took Flight from his Body, and Ezekiel
Brifbayne entered the Body in Spirit and took Pofleffion of it, and that
while in the Body of Nathaniel Harrifon, Ezekiel Brifbayne did per-
form several divers heinous Acts, including the Murder of a young
Woman, being Prudence Adams.” This laft Charge of Poffeflion 1s
highly remarkable and nearly unique in the Annals of New England
Witchcraft.

Brifbayne was accordingly summoned before the Effex County
Court in Salem, where Orin Wormtree profecuted the Cafe againft
him. Wormtree urged on Dozens of Witneffes again{t Brifbayne,
amounting to an impreffive Body of Teftimony. Neighboring
Farmers vowed that they had seen Brifbayne at Night conver{ing with
“Spirits that appeared in the Shape of Frogs, and winged Creatures,”
and that from his Paftures on some Nights came the Sounds of
strange Mufic, and “strange Lights and Fire Light.” Many
Townipeople teftified that Brifbayne’s Gaze had “Power in it,” and sev-
eral Women told of being held spellbound by a Glance form his Eyes.
Young Nathaniel Harrifon told of Events on the Night of the Lunar
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Eclipfe, saying that after several Converfations with Brifbayne in
Town, he was lured to Brifbayne’s Farm by his Hoft’s unufually strong
Powers of Perfuafion. At the Farm, Harrifon saw a young Girl from
Town, Prudence Adams, bound Hand and Foot and placed at the
Center of “a Devil’s Circle and Seal.” There were nearby two large
Swords, Harrifon teftified, with which Brifbayne murdered the Girl,
after which Harrifon teftified that Brifbayne took Pofleffion of his
Body.”

“Brifbayne’s Body fell lifeleflly down,” teftified Orin Wormtree,
“and his Spirit entered the Body of Nathaniel Harrifon.” Wormtree
charged that in the Body of Harrifon, Brifbayne mutilated the Corpfe
of Prudence Adams, and then ran amok through Arkham, terrifying
local Citizens with mad babbling and “obfcene, evil Oaths.”
Townipeople teftified to having seen Nathaniel Harrifon running
wild on the Night of the Lunar Eclipfe, after which he was not seen at
all for several Days. He was found by a Farmer on the Bank of the
Mifkatonic River nine Days later, bedraggled and unconf{cious. When
revived by a Doctor, Harrifon profeffed to remember Nothing of what
he had done after witnefling the Murder of Prudence Adams until
being revived.

The Accufed was called upon by the Clerk to hold up the right
Hand, and the subftance of the Charges was reiterated. Brifbayne
pleaded Guilty, and offered moreover and without Coercion a large
Confeflion, difconcerting Orin Wormtree and frightening many
Spectators. He confefled to “Familiarity with the Devil,” who he
claimed appeared to him in the Form of “the black Goat with a
Thoufand Young,” attended by “Frog Creatures and winged Spirits.”
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They had firft vifited him many Years previou{ly, and since that Time
he had served and worfhipped them, leading “the Devil’s Sacrament”
and offering Sacrifices to them” at Night on his large Farm. Brifbayne
then told of a Prophecy his Familiars had delivered to him, which ran
thus: “The Brifbayne Line will come to a bloody End. When the Child
becomes the Man, the laft Brifbayne Son will deftroy his Father.” He
confefled to having pofiefled the Body of Nathaniel Harrifon through
the Practice of Witchcraft, and declared that “the next Time the
Moon was right he would work his Spell again.” This frank Avowal and
Lack of Penitence threw the Court into an Uproar, and Orin
Wormtree demanded the harfheft Penalties.

Before pronouncing the Sentence, the Court ordered Brifbayne’s
Body searched for “Devil Marks,” as was often done, and on his Wrift
was difcovered a “Devil’s Circle and Sign.” After all this compelling
Evidence was delivered, the Sentence of the Court was, that Brifbayne
should be hanged. Orin Wormtree prefided at the Execution, and
Brifbayne died pronouncing Curfes againft him, and vowing that no
Prophecy would claim the Brifbayne Line. Brifbayne’s Wife and two
Sons were compelled to flee Arkham, leaving the Family’s Farm aban-
doned, which, thereafter, terrified and indignant Townf{people
burned. Brifbayne’s Body was thrown onto the Pyre, and Wormtree
scattered the Afhes to the four Winds. Thus the Affair ended.”

1669.
Some time previous to the May Term of the General Court of

Connecticut, Katharine Harrifon, of Wetherffield, was arrefted,
charged with the Crime of Witchcraft, and imprifoned. How long she



